
Policy Issues for CBA’s  
 
Death Penalty/Capital Punishment    Does it deter crime? Should DNA proof of guilt be 
required first? Is it applied fairly among races? Should it be used for minors? Should 
mentally handicapped criminals be executed? 
 

Patriot Act:   Privacy vs. Security. Are the benefits of unwarranted NSA surveillance worth 
the violation of citizen’s privacy? Has the Patriot Act and Homeland Security led to the 
capture and conviction of terrorists?  
 

Voter Disenfranchisement of Felons  Should imprisoned felons have the right to vote? 
After they have served their punishment, should felons regain the right to vote? 
 

Voter I.D. Laws: Are some states’ voter identification requirements a justifiable solution to 
a problem of voter fraud, or an infringement upon citizens’ voting rights?  
 

Vaccinations:  Should there be a mandatory vaccination law to require vaccinations for 

children entering public schools? (Currently, all states offer exemptions.) 

 

Gun Control   Are current gun control laws—like background checks and waiting 
periods—too restrictive? Should people buying guns at gun shows or online have to pass 
background checks? Does “open carry” deter crime or inspire violence? (in mental 
institutions, schools, etc.) (Gun “control” means laws that regulate gun ownership.) 

 

 

 
More challenging topics:  
 

Police Use of Deadly Force: Is the use of lethal force by police officers in the line of duty 
a justifiable consequence of protecting public safety, or a violation of citizens’ rights? 
(The use of racial profiling may be connected to this argument.)  
 
 

Minimum Wage:  Should the U.S. adopt a higher federal minimum wage, rather than 
varied state minimum wages? Would a rise in min. wage help or hurt the economy? 
 

Voting by Electoral College   Is the Electoral College the best way to elect a president? 
Should the Constitution be amended to have the president elected by popular vote rather 
than by Electoral College?  
 

Path to Citizenship vs. Deportation of “illegal” immigrants: Should undocumented 
immigrants be given means to become legal citizens, or be immediately deported? Do 
current immigration laws hurt or help U.S. businesses?  
 


